
It was a transformative moment when two young brothers 
discovered their grandfather Malpass’ LPs collection. Drawn 
like a moth to a flame, the classic-filled treasure trove from the 
golden era of traditional country music gathered little dust in the 
Malpass household. Chris and Taylor studied the brother-harmony 
bluegrass duos of Jim & Jesse, the Louvin and Wilburn Brothers 
and bathed in the sounds of Hank Williams, Lefty Frizzell, Charlie 
Pride, Merle Haggard. It was musical Manna to the boys—there 
was nothing in the marketplace that fed The Malpass Brothers’ 
soul more than the music of this bygone era – and they would stay 
true to it.

Best known as modern-day troubadours who carry the torch 
for traditional country music, The Malpass Brothers began 
singing and playing together professionally at a very young age. 
Alongside their dad, Chris Malpass Sr., the siblings performed at 
churches all over the southeast, but they continued to hone their 
traditional sound by working alongside and amongst the legends.

While Taylor finished high school, Chris began honing his 
songwriting skills, and working with steel guitar legend, Don 
Helms—an original member of the Drifting Cowboys. A few years 
later, he found himself on Merle Haggard’s bus, singing and 
performing for Merle on his 000 Martin guitar. Taylor, in the 

meantime, 
played lead 
guitar in a local band, 
and upon graduation, flew out 
to Redding, CA to join his brother as the opening act for Merle 
Haggard for the next s
even years.

In 2011, Haggard produced The Malpass Brothers’ debut album, 
Memory That Bad on Hag Records. The title track hit number 6 
on the CMT Pure Country 12-Pack Countdown and remained in 
the charts for several weeks. In 2015, Bluegrass Hall of Fame 
inductee, Doyle Lawson picked up the gauntlet and produced 
their sophomore, self-titled album on Organic Records, and in 
2017, The Malpass Brothers released a live album, Live at the 
Paramount, which captures the energy and excitement of their 
highly polished, traditional country music show.
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	 DEC 12–13	 Celtic Angels Christmas

	 DEC 19–21	 The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe

	 JAN 10	 The Magic of Jeki Yoo  M AG IC I A N

	 FEB 20	 Sirens of Song  FE AT URING  SH A N A  T UC K ER

	 FEB 21	 Freedom Songs - The Music of Black History
		  FREE  PERF ORM A NC E  AT  T HE  A L S T ON - M A S SENBURG  C EN T ER

	 MAR 6–7	 2026 Wake Forest Film Festival

	 APR 25	 Shadows of the 60’s  A  T RIBU T E  T O  MOT OW N
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